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REPORT 

of a special committee consisting of the ht. ev. Frank . Wilson, D. D., 
chairman, the Kev. Frank Gavin, D. D., and Mr. Origen 3. Seymour, to consider 
certain matters concerning Eastern HZuropean Christians in the United States 
and to report to the Commission on Eeclesiastieal Relations: 

The Committee held its first meeting at the Grammerey Park 
Hotel, New York, on Thursday, Feb. 8, together with the Presiding Bishop, 
the Rev. Ur. Lau, and the Rt. Rev. John Torok, D. 0. L. A gecond meeting was 
held at the same place on Tuesday, March 13, together with the Presiding 
Bishop and the Rev. br. Lau. At these two meetings, through personal 
interviews, and by the examination of many records and documents the whole 
situation has been carefully canvassed and the committee offers the following 
report of its investigations, — 

The Rt. ev. John Torok was born in Hungary in 1890 and educated 
for the “oman Catholic priesthood. Following his ordination he specialized 
in Canon Law, teaching this subject at the College of St. Athanasius, ome, 
from 1914-1916, where he was made a Monsignor in the Roman Catholic Church. 
In 1916 he was called into service as a chaplain in the Austrian army, serve 
ing on the Galician front where he was wounded three times. Upon the entrance. 
of the United States into the World War, he expressed sympathies with the 
American cause and was imprisoned by the Austrian government for the remainder 
of the ar. ben peace was declared, he joined Count Karolyi in creating a 
republican government in Hungary, serving under him in the State Department. 
Under Bela Kun the Solsheviks seized control of Hungary and Dr. Torok was 
again imprisoned, but made his escape into Switzerland. He returned to 
Hungary at the end of the Bolshevik period to joln the Farolyi government 
again but et that time the Horthy regency was established. Dr. Torok was 
offered a position in the Horthy government but refused and for a third time 
was imprisoned. He was released with the aid of the American Military 
Mission and left the country as a political exile. 15 
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At that time the Vatican was negotiating a concordat with the 
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Little Entente. With eredentials from the Vatican Dr. Torok was sent te 
the United States on a purely political mission in the interests of the Little 
Entente, arriving here Dec. 1, 1920. He studied the condition of the Hungar- 
ian people in the United States and presently reached the conclusion that 
there was no future for them in their Uniat connection with the Nomen Church, 
He became convinced that the Episcopal Church offered the only reasonable 
opportunity for the spiritual life of the younger Hungarfan generations and, 
having long since been clear in his wind as te the validity of the Anglican 
position, he determined to seek admission into the piscopal Church for the 
special purpose of work among his Hungarian friends. 

Over a period of many months his record, his standing, and his 
purposes were investigated with the greatest of care before he was received 
into this Church by shop Murray of Maryland on June 9, 1921. This is 

clearly shown by a statement released to the Hungarian press by the dev. Thos. 
| Burgese expressing his complete confidence in Dr. Torok and specifically 
basing such confidence on prolonged investigation of his record and character. 

Dr. Torok was assigned by Bishop Murray to the staff of Mount 
Calvary Church, Saltimore. He also taught a course in Political Sefence at 
St. Stephen's College. In 1923 he was transferred to the Diocese of Fond du 
Lae and on leave of absence granted by Bishop Yeller spent several months 
working among Eastern uropeens in end about pittsburgh. These foreign-born 
people were very restless and dissatisfied under the Roman hierarchy. At this 
time Bishop Gorazd, Orthodox Jishop of Czecko-Slovakia, was visiting in this 
country. With the encouragement of Bishop Gorazd and the cooperation of 
Bishop Weller, a far-reaching plan vas developed. The astern Eurepeans 
elected Dr. Torok as their bishop with the idea of severing their connection 
with the Koman Church and affiliating with the Episcopal Church, asking only 
the privilege of retaining their Orthodox rite in worship and = doctrinal 
postition based on the decrees of the Seven Ecumenical Councils. br. Torok 


was to go to urope to receive his episcopsl Orders at the hands of two 
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Orthodox bishops with Bishop eller sharing in the consecration by request 
of the “astern Europeans and on the invitation of Bishop Gorazd. The 
necessary consent was secured from the respective governments of the Little 
Entente, the consecration to take place on neutral ground in Vienna. 

When the time came, Sishop Weller was prevented by ‘illness from 
making the trip. ovever, the consecration took place as planned on bot. 19, 
1924, in Vienna at the hands of Bishop Gorazd of Czecko-Slovakia and Bishop 
Dositej, now VYetropoliten of Zagrad in Jugo-Slavia, Bishop Torok thereupon 
returned te the United States, only to be confronted with a confused situa- 
tion due to the fact that the ev. br. Emhardt had been in urope working on 
a plan of inter-communion with the Orthodox and without knowledge of these 
developments here at home. Complications ensued snd Sishop Torok retired 
from the scene, refusing to lead out his followers into a separatist movement. 
Por the next ten years he was actively and very successfully engaged in busi- 
ness. In 1925 he was married to Mary Agnes Gorsuch, of Baltimore, and in 
1926 took out his papers as an American citizen, retiring from all active 
connection with European politics. 

Some two or three years ago Dr. Emhardt, having failed in his 
eorlier plans for intercommunion with the Orthodox, sought out bishop Torok 
with the idea of making a fresh start. This seemed to be impossible without 
some kind of authorization, Such outhorization wes secured at the meeting of 
the ouse of Bishops in Davenport, in Yovember 1935, approving of antteipa- 
tory action pending the adiption of formal canons at Ceneral Convention. 
Fourteen Hungarian Uniat priests thereupon called Bishop Torok to Cleveland 
and made him their spokesman to reopen the whole matter with the Presiding 
Bishop and work out a new plan to which they would subscribe. 

The plan as developed rests on the two facts that Bishop Torok 
is still a priest in good standing in the Episcopal Church and alse that he is 
a validly consecrated Sishop in Eastern Orthodox Orders. Acting from these 


two facts, Bishop Torok could be received as a Bishop in the "piscopal Church 
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and elected by a diocese as a Suffragan for work among Eastern European 
Christians. 

The facts herein presented sre supported by documents now in 
the hands of this committee and heve been serutinized with the greatest care 
by the members of the committee. 

We therefore report to the Commission on Ecclesiastical Relations 
the following as our conclusions: 

We sre satisfied as to the standing and reliability of Sishop 
Torok and of his capacity to carry out the proposed project. 

We are justified in receiving and acting on proposals coming to 
us unsolicited from Eastern European Christians in the United States without 
placing the Episcopal Church in the position of encroaching on the preserves 
of another Sommunion. 

In the opportunity thus opened we can foresee possible develop- 
ments of the highest significance not only to the Episcopal Church but to 
American Christienity. 

We believe that this prepossl ts peculfarly adapted to the genius 
of the Anglican Communion and ts in full accord with the mind of the Bishops 
as expressed at the recent meeting of the House of Sishops in Davenport, Iova. 

. We find in this proposal a direct response to the pronouncements 
on Church Unity repeatedly made by the Episcopal Church and we would consider 
4t nothing less than a repudiation of our previous stand if we were to refuse 
action after careful investigation. 

We therefore recommend: 

That the Presiding Bishop be requested by, and with the approval 
ef, the Commission on Ecclesiastical Relations to initiate at the earliest 
pessible moment such measures as will accord the Kt. Rev. John Torok b. . L. 

a proper episcopal status in this Church and secure him the necessary 


: faculties for work among Eastern zuropean Christians in the United States; 
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provided always that the “piscopal Church assumes no financial obligations 
in carrying out the project and thet means be established for terminating 
the undertaking in the event of ita failure of satisfactory schievement. 
FRANK E. WILSON 
PRANK GAVIN 
ORIGEN 8. SEYMOUR. 


MEMORANDUM 


IN THE NAWE OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY GHOST. AMEN. 

The Right Reverend John Torok D. 0. L. is herewith received into the 
Communion of the Protestant ‘piscopal Church as a Bishop in good standing 
validly consecrated to that office in the Church of God by 8ishops of the 
Eastern Orthodox Communion and accepts election as Suffragan Bishop in the 
Diocese of Hau Claire of the Protestant Episcopal Church for special work 
among foreign-lancuage churches at present of Hastern Rites with the following 
understanding: 

He shall enjoy 211 the rights and privileges of a Suffragan Bishop in 
the Protestant “piscepsl Church and ahsall be subject to the Constitution and 
Canons of that Church and of the Diocese of Hau Claire; 

The Protestant Episcopal Church shall assune no financial responsibility 
for him or his work except for a nominal salary of one dollar (61.00) per 
annum from the Diocese of Eau Claire; 

In all his activities he shall be responsible to his Diocesan; 

He may recelve into the Communion of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
priests and congregations of other Rites upon their application for the same 
and upon their subscription to the Declaration of ights and Responsibilities 
provided for this purpose mich shall contain 

a - the privilege of retaining their accustomed Rite in worship; and 
b a doctrinal position based on the decrees of the Seven “eumenical 
Councils; 

With the consent of the Presiding Bishon and the Commission on "ecles- 
fastical Relations his resignation as Suffregan Bishop may be demanded at any 
time after due notice; 

Upon his request the Presiding Bishop, with the consent of the Commissi« 
on Seclesiastical Relations, may demand his release from his Diocesan at any 
time after due notice. 

Date 
Signed Sign 


DECLARATION 
of rights to be accepted and responsibilities to be agsumed by priests 


and congregations of Eastern European Rites for reception into the 
Gommunion of the Protestant Episcopal Church 


IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY GHOST. AMEN. 
The following conditions are herewith accepted and subsertbed: 


1. Priests and congregations shall in all respects be subject to the 
Constitution and Canons of the Protestant plscopal Church and of the Diocese 
in which they may be canonically resident, provided 

a - that they shall have the privilege of retaining their accustomed 
Rite in worship and 

> that their doctrinal position shall be based on the decrees of the 
Seven Eeumenical Councils. 


2, Prissts shall be eanonitaslly resident in the Morese of 
irrespective of the setueal loestion of their work. 


S. Priests and congregations shell be under the episcopal authority of 
the Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of ° 


4, Priests and lay delegates may have seats but not votes in the 
Convention or Council of their Diocese, 


5. The Protestant Episcopal Church assumes no financial obligations 
towards such affiliated congregations or their priests, other than a nominal 
salary of one (1.00) dollar per annum to the suffragan Bishop, 


6, Congregations shall be responsible for payment of the monthly premiums 
of the Church Pension Fund on the salertes of their priesta, to be paid through 
the office of the Diocese wherein they are canonically resident. 


7. Congregations shall be responsible for the General Convention tax of 
five (55.00) dollars for each priest every three years, to be paid through the 
office of the Diocese wherein they sre canonically resident. 


8. Any congregation may at any time by a two-thirds vote of tts members 
enter into union with the Diocese in which it is located as a normal parish 
in the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


Date Stened 
Dab. 


Signed 
Bishop of Signed 
Ferran Slehop. 


